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Instructor and preceptor information  
Instructor:  Dr. Rayna Sage 
Office:  Corbin 244 
Email:   rayna.sage@umontana.edu 
Phone:  406-243-5233 
Office hours:  Tuesdays, 11am-12:30pm and by appointment 
 
Preceptors: Nathan Hoff    Adam Oja 
Office:  Social Sciences 306   Social Sciences 306 
Email:  nathan1.hoff@umontana.edu adam.oja@umontana.edu 
Office hours: Tuesdays, 2:00-3:30pm  Wednesdays, 9:00-9:50am 
  and by appointment   and by appointment 
 
Course description 
Across the world, the experience of living rurally is seen as culturally and tangibly different and 
unique from the city or urban experience. There is also an important spatial interface and 
interdependence between rural and urban places. In this course, you will gain knowledge and 
analytical tools for understanding the dynamic and diverse nature rural society. This course is 
based on the assumption that almost every aspect of rural society is influenced by globalization, 
post-industrialization, and other large structural changes. This course is designed to introduce 
you to key dimensions of the field of rural sociology in the United States and other Western 
nations. This is not to imply that rural contexts in other countries is not important, especially in 
considering contexts within the global south – but the curriculum in this department is designed 
to cover these topics in other courses. 
 
Those of us who call ourselves rural sociologists are a small, but passionate group of people and 
my hope is to inspire you to care deeply about the health of our rural populations and places! 
 
IMPORTANT! The organization of this class is based on a collaborative learning model. In large 
classes such as this, the “best practices” of learning are often ignored. This means that to be 
successful in this class, you will need to be present, interactive, and engaged. If you would rather 
be in a class where your grade depends on passive note-taking and exams, this class is not for 
you. This process is very important to my teaching philosophy and therefore, this class will be 
organized in a fashion that allows for these ideals to be realized.  
Learning Outcomes 
In this class you will: 
 acquire a general understanding of how rurality is studied in sociology. 
 build a foundation of knowledge regarding important topics in the study of rurality as it fits 
within an ever urbanizing society.  
 practice and improve your writing and presentation skills. 
 develop and improve your ability to conduct your own community-based research. 
 improve your ability to state your informed judgment (not opinion) about how social justice 
issues are defined and challenged in rural America. 
Required Readings 
All required readings are located on Moodle in tabs for each weeks discussion. Staying current 
on the readings will be important as much of your grade is dependent on your ability to 
contribute to the Jigsaw Discussion sessions. 
 
To Be Successful: Course Requirements 
FIRST, read this syllabus!  Make sure you understand course requirements, policies, assignments, 
and your responsibilities as a student. Ask questions if you are confused about anything on the 
syllabus. Bring your syllabus to class and check it often! Write your class assignments down in a 
student planner. 
 
There are 2 ways to earn points in this course. 
1. Thursday Discussions (90% of your grade) 
You can earn up to 900 points in this class by preparing for, participating in, and completing 
quizzes related to in-class discussions. There are a total of 13 discussion opportunities and your 
lowest 3 grades will be dropped. See the Rural Sociology Discussion Guidelines for more details, 
but below is a brief description. 
 Coming Prepared (20 points/discussion; 200 points total) 
o Complete readings 
o Bring typed materials associated with your assigned role 
 Day of Discussion Tasks (40 points/discussion; 400 points total) 
o Share typed responses with others in your role 
o Share your expertise with your team and fulfill the expectations of your role 
o Participate in group discussion 
o Assist in writing multiple choice questions 
o Complete the SWOT analysis 
 Post-Discussion Quiz (30 points/discussion; 300 points total) 
o Complete online quiz made available at 5pm on discussion days 
 
2. Comprehensive Final Exam (10% of your grade) 
There will be a comprehensive final exam comprised of the multiple choice questions written 
and used throughout the semester and short answer questions that can be completed ahead of 
time. More on this to come. 
Grading Breakdown 
Item Points % of 
total 
Thursday Discussions 
      Coming Prepared (20 pts/discussion) 200 20% 
      Day of the Discussion Tasks (40 pts/discussion) 400 40% 
      Discussion Quizzes (30 pts/discussion) 300 30% 
Final Exam 100 10% 
 1000 100% 
Grading 
A 92.5-100% C+ 76.5-79.4% 
A- 89.5-92.4% C 72.5-76.4% 
B+ 86.5-89.4% C- 69.5-72.4% 
B 82.5-86.4% D 59.5-69.4% 
B- 79.5-82.4% F 59.4% and below 
Other Things You Need To Know: Guidelines and Policies 
Student Conduct Code 
All students must practice academic honesty.  Academic misconduct is subject to an academic 
penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the University.  All students 




Be here on the day of the final exam. There is only one exam in this class. Please do not plan 
travel before April 30th. 
 
Late Assignments 
Assignments turned in after the due date will not receive credit. 
 
Concerns with Grading 
When it is a matter of simple math errors or mismarking a correct answer, write a brief email 
outlining the problem and turn it. If you have a problem with the content of an exam or the 
validity of the grading procedure, please wait 48 hours and submit an email outlining your 
grievance to the instructor and TA. 
 
Attendance and Classroom Etiquette 
In-class activities will be an indicator of your attendance. If you miss a day, please be sure to 
check in with a peer regarding what you missed and stay aware of your missed in-class 
activities. Your lowest three will be dropped from your grade. 
 
Please be on time for class and prepared to participate in the full class session. Students who 
leave during the class interrupt learning activities and disrupt the focus of those around them. 
Schedule appointments at times when classes are not in session. Everyone benefits from your 
presence.  It is very disruptive for everyone if you come into class late, or leave early. 
 




The use of laptops is allowed for class-related activities. 
 
Email Etiquette 
 All emails to the instructor and preceptor need to have the subject line that identifies your class 
number and section, and your name. This is VERY important so that we can address your 
concerns in a timely manner. Please include appropriate salutations, as well as a description of 
why you are emailing.   
Course withdrawal  
If at some time during the course you feel that a withdrawal would be in your best interest, I 
encourage you to review your options according to the Registrar’s Office here 
(https://www.umt.edu/registrar/students/dropadd.php) and also to come and discuss your 
situation with me. With early intervention, there are often ways to be successful. 
Disability modifications 
The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration between 
students with disabilities, instructors, and Disability Services for Students 
(https://www.umt.edu/dss/).  If you think you may have a disability adversely affecting your 
academic performance, and you have not already registered with Disability Services, please 
contact Disability Services in Lommasson Center 154 or call 406.243.2243. I will work with you and 
Disability Services to provide an appropriate modification.  
Financial difficulties 
Sometimes the things that get in the way of academic success have nothing to do with 
academics. Being a “poor student” can be a major stressor. If you find yourself unable to pay 
your rent, purchase food, or in some other financial crisis, there are resources available. Please 
visit me or the Office for Student Success (http://www.umt.edu/oss/).  
  
Course Calendar (subject to change) 
Dates  Topic Readings (see Moodle folder) Assignments and important dates 
SECTION 1: Introduction to Rural Sociology  
Wk 1 
1/10 





What is rural? Bell (2007) The two-ness of rural life and the ends 
of rural scholarship, p. 402-415 
What is Rural?  
Am I Rural?   
1/17: In-class discussion 
1/17 @ 5pm: Quiz opens 






change in rural 
America 
Comartie (2018) Rural America at a glance, p. 1-
6 
Johnson (2006) Demographic trends in rural and 
small town America, p. 1-36 
1/21 @ 5pm: 1/17 discussion quiz due  
1/24: In-class discussion 







Lichter & Brown (2011) Rural America in an urban 
society, p. 565-92 
Lichter & Ziliak (2017) The rural-urban interface, p. 
6-24. 
 
1/29 @ 5pm: 1/24 discussion quiz due  
1/31: In-class discussion 




Rural theory Thomas et. al (2013) Critical rural theory, p. 1-32 
Flora, Flora, & Gasteyer (2016) Community 
capital and the rural landscape, p. 5-23 
2/4 @ 5pm: 1/31 discussion quiz due  
2/7: In-class discussion 
2/7 @ 5pm: Quiz opens 
 







Sáenz (2012) Rural race and ethnicity, p. 207-223 
Harvey (2017) Racial inequalities and poverty in 
rural America, p. 141-167 
2/11 @ 5pm: 2/7 discussion quiz due  
2/14: In-class discussion 






Weber & Miller (2017) Poverty in rural America 
then and now, p. 28-64 
Bauer & Dolan (2011) Rural Families and Work, p. 
1-11 and p. 55-73 
2/18 @ 5pm: 2/14 discussion quiz due  
2/21: In-class discussion 






Theobald & Wood (2010) Learning to be rural, p. 
17-33 
2/25 @ 5pm: 2/21 discussion quiz due  
2/28: In-class discussion 
2/28 @ 5pm: Quiz opens 
Dates  Topic Readings (see Moodle folder) Assignments and important dates 
 Carr & Kefalas (2009) Hollowing out the middle, 
p. 1-26 
Sherman & Sage (2011) “Sending off all your 








Little (2002) Rural geography, p. 665-670 
Johnson et al. (2016) Introduction to Queering 
the Countryside, p. 1-17 
Rosenberg (2016) A classroom in the barnyard, p. 
88-106 
3/4 @ 5pm: 2/28 discussion quiz due  
3/7: In-class discussion 
3/7 @ 5pm: Quiz opens 






Ulrich-Schad & Duncan (2018) People and 
places left behind, p. 59-79 
Porter (2018) The hard truths of trying to ‘save’ 
the rural economy (NYT article) 
Hardy (2018) How rural America is saving itself 
(CityLab blog) 
 
3/11 @ 5pm: 3/7 discussion quiz due  
3/14: In-class discussion 





History of our 
agri-food system 
and current rural 
vitality 
Dimitri & Effland (2017) From farming to food 
systems, p. 1-16 
Blanchard & Matthews (2007) Retail 
concentration, food deserts, and food 
disadvantaged communities, p. 201-215 
3/18 @ 5pm: 3/14 discussion quiz due  
3/21: In-class discussion 
3/21 @ 5pm: Quiz opens 







extraction in rural 
America 
TBD 4/1 @ 5pm: 3/21 discussion quiz due  
4/4: In-class discussion 





extraction in rural 
America today 
No class Tuesday! 
TBD 
4/8 @ 5pm: 4/4 discussion quiz due  
4/9: No class 
4/11: In-class discussion 






McCarthy (2005) Rural geography: 
Multifunctional rural geographies, p. 773-782 
4/15 @ 5pm: 4/11 discussion quiz due  
4/18: In-class discussion 
4/18 @ 5pm: Quiz opens 
Dates  Topic Readings (see Moodle folder) Assignments and important dates 
tourism, and 
amenities 
Kelly & Bliss (2012) From industrial ownership to 
multifunctional landscapes, p. 1085-1101 
Sherman (2018) “Not allowed to inherit my 




Wrapping up REVISTING: Porter (2018) The hard truths of trying 
to ‘save’ the rural economy (NYT article) 
REVISITING: Hardy (2018) How rural America is 
saving itself (CityLab Blog) 






Final exam   
 
